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CHAPTER 1  

THE RECITATION OF THE HOLY QUR'AN & THE VIRTUES OF LEARNING & 

TEACHING IT 

 

  

 Allah’s statement, “'Allah will raise those who believe among you, and those who 

have knowledge, to high ranks.”1 

 

 

 

Allah’s statement, “It is not for any human being unto whom Allah had given the Scripture and 

Wisdom and the Prophethood that he should afterwards have said unto mankind: ‘Be slaves of 

me instead of Allah. Rather, (what he said was): ‘Be faithful servants of the Lord by virtue of 

your constant teaching of the Scripture and of your constant study.”2 

 

                                                      
1 Al-Mujādilah: 11 
2 Āl-‘Imrān: 79 
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‘Ā’ishah (Allah be pleased with her) reported Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) as saying: “One who is 

skilled in the Qur'an is associated with the noble, upright recording angels; and he who falters 

when reciting the Qur'an and finds it difficult, for him will have a double reward.” Al-Bukhārī 

and Muslim transmitted it.  

  

Al-Bukhārī reported that ‘Uthmān (Allah be pleased with him) reported Allah's Messenger 

  ”.as saying, “The best amongst you is he who learns the Qur'an and teaches it (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

 

 

Muslim reported on the authority of Abu Umāmah (Allah be pleased with him) who said that 

he heard Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) say, “Recite the Qur’an, for on the Day of Resurrection it will 

come as an intercessor for those who recite it. Recite the two shining ones: alBaqarah and Āl-

‘Imrān, for on the Day of Resurrection they will come as two clouds or two shades, or two 

flocks of birds in ranks pleading for those who recite them. Recite Sūrah alBaqarah, for reciting 

it produces blessing and abandoning it produces regret, and the false are unable to recite it.”  



       

4  

  

An-Nawwās ibn Sam‘ān (Allah be pleased with him) said that he heard the Prophet of Allah 

 say, “On the Day of Resurrection the Qur’an and those who acted according to it will be (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

brought, with Sūrah al-Baqarah and Sura Āl-‘lmrān preceding them. The Messenger of Allah 

 likened them to three things, which I did not forget afterwards. He likened them to two (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

clouds or two black canopies with light between them, or like two flocks of birds in rank 

pleading for the one who recited them.” (Muslim)  

 

 

 

 

‘Abdullāh Ibn Mas‘ūd (Allah be pleased with him) reported that Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, 

“If anyone recites a letter of the Holy Qur'an, he will be credited with a good deed, and a good 

deed gets a tenfold reward. I do not say that alif, lām, mīm are one letter, but alif is a letter, lām 

is a letter and mīm is a letter.” At-Tirmidhī collected it and said, “A ḥasan ṣaḥīḥ ḥadīth.”  
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‘Abdullāh Ibn ‘Amr (Allah be pleased with him) reported that Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, “On 

the Day of Judgment it will be said to the reciters of the Qur'an, ‘Recite [the Qur'an] and ascend 

just as you used to recite in the worldly life; your final abode will be where you reach at the just 

verse of your recitation.” Aḥmad and at-Tirmidhī.  

A similar narration is reported on the authority of Abu Sa‘īd al-Khudrī (Allah be pleased with 

him) in the Musnad of Imam Aḥmad, but with the following wording,  “He will recite and 

ascend a level with every verse, until he recites the last verse he knows 
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And Ahmad also narrates from Buraydah, raised to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم: 

“Learn Surah al Baqarah.” 

He then mentioned something similar to what has preceded in the authentic narrations regarding 

al Baqarah and Aal Imran. In it is mentioned: 

“The Qur’an will meet its companion on the Day of Resurrection when his grave is split open, 

appearing to him like a pale man. It will say to him, ‘Do you recognize me?’ He will say, ‘I do 

not recognize you.’ It will say again, ‘Do you recognize me?’ He will say, ‘I do not recognize 

you.’ It will then say, ‘I am your companion, the Qur’an, which made you thirsty during the 

scorching heat of the day and kept you awake at night. Every merchant is preoccupied with his 

trade, but today you are beyond all trade.’ 

He will then be given sovereignty in his right hand and everlasting life in his left. A crown of 

dignity will be placed upon his head, and his parents will be clothed with two garments such as 

the people of this world could never attain. They will say, ‘Why have we been clothed with 

this?’ It will be said, ‘Because of your child taking hold of the Qur’an.’ 

Then it will be said to him, ‘Recite and ascend through the levels and chambers of Paradise.’ 

He will continue to ascend as long as he recites, whether quickly or with measured recitation.” 
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Anas (Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, “The people 

of the Qur'an are the people of Allah and His favoured ones.” Aḥmad and an- Nasā’ī collected 

it.  
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CHAPTER 2  

GIVING PREFERENCE TO THE PEOPLE OF THE QUR’AN & HONOURING 

THEM  

 

 

The people of the Qur’an were members of the Advisory Council of ‘Umar (Allah be pleased 

with him), whether they were old or of young age. 

From Abu Masud that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

“The people should be led in prayer by the one who is most proficient in the Book of Allah. If 

they are equal in recitation, then by the one who is most knowledgeable of the Sunnah. If they 

are equal in knowledge of the Sunnah, then by the one who emigrated earliest. If they are equal 

in emigration, then by the eldest of them.” 

And in another narration: “the one who accepted Islam first.” 

“And a man must not lead another man in prayer in his own domain, nor sit in his place of 

honour in his house except with his permission.” Narrated by Muslim. 
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Al-Bukhārī collected that Jābir narrated that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) would pair two martyrs of Uḥud 

together in a single shroud and say, “Which one has the most Qur’an?” When they pointed 

towards one, he would place him first in the grave.  

 

  

And from Abu Musa that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

“Indeed, from venerating Allah is honoring the elderly Muslim, honoring the bearer of the 

Qur’an who does not go to extremes in it nor neglects it, and honoring the one who possesses 

authority.” 

A sound hadith. Narrated by Abu Dawud. 

  



       

11  

  

  



       

12  

  

 

 

CHAPTER 3  

THE OBLIGATION OF LEARNING THE QUR’AN, UNDERSTANDING IT, 

LISTENING TO IT &  BEING STERN WITH THOSE WHO LEAVE THIS  

 

  

Allah says: “And We place upon their hearts veils lest they should understand it, and in their 

ears a deafness.” 3 

In another verse, Allah says: “Indeed, the worst of all beings in the sight of Allah are the deaf 

and dumb, who do not understand” 4 

Allah says: “But he who turns away from remembrance of Me, his will have a wretched life, 

and I shall resurrect him blind on the Day of Resurrection.”5 

                                                      
3 Al-Anfāl: 22  
4 ṬāHā: 124  
5 ṬāHā: 124  
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From Abu Musa, from the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, who said: 

“The example of the guidance and knowledge with which Allah has sent me is like abundant 

rain that falls upon the land. Some of it is good soil that absorbs the water and produces plentiful 

vegetation and grass. Some of it is hard ground that retains the water, and Allah benefits people 

through it, so they drink from it, give drink to others, and cultivate crops. And some of it falls 

upon another type of land which is barren, neither retaining water nor producing vegetation. 

That is the example of one who understands the religion of Allah and benefits from what Allah 

has sent me with, so he learns and teaches. And the example of one who does not raise his head 

to it and does not accept the guidance of Allah with which I was sent.” 

Narrated by al Bukhari and Muslim. 
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And from Ibn Amr that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

“Show mercy and you will be shown mercy. Forgive and Allah will forgive you. Woe to the 

funnels of speech, woe to those who persist, who persist in what they do while they know.” 

Narrated by Ahmad. 
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CHAPTER 4 

SUSPICION OF HYPOCRISY REGARDTNG THE HEEDLESS 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Allah says, “Among them are some who listen to you, till, when they go forth from your 

presence…”6  Allah says, “And We have certainly created for Hell many of the jinn and 

mankind; they have hearts with which they do not understand...”7  

 

 

 

                                                      
6 Muḥammad: 16  
7 Al-‘A’rāf: 179  
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From Asma that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

“Indeed, you will be tested in your graves with a trial similar to, or close to, the trial of the 

Dajjal. One of you will be brought and it will be said to him, ‘What did you know about this 

man?’ As for the believer or the one who was certain, I do not know which of the two Asma 

mentioned, he will say, ‘He is Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah. He came to us with clear 

proofs and guidance, so we responded, believed, and followed him.’ It will then be said, 

‘Sleep in righteousness, for we knew that you were a believer.’ 

As for the hypocrite or the doubter, he will say, ‘I do not know. I heard the people saying 

something, so I said it.’Narrated by al Bukhari and Muslim. 

  

 

 

 

In the narration reported by Al-Barā’ in the Ṣaḥīḥ: “The believer will reply that he is Allah's 

Messenger.” The two angels will say, “You read Allah’s Book, believed in it and affirmed 

accordingly.” 
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CHAPTER 5 

ALLAH’S STATEMENT, “AND THERE ARE AMONG THEM, UNLETTERED 

ONES WHO  KNOW NOT THE BOOK”8 

 

 

 

 

 

Allah says, “And the example of those who were entrusted with the Torah, then did not carry 

it, is like the example of a donkey carrying books.”9  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
8 Al-Baqarah: 78  
9 Al-Jum‘uah: 5  
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From Abu al Darda who said: 

“We were with the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم when he raised his gaze to the sky, then said: ‘This is the time 

when knowledge will be taken away from the people until they will have no ability to retain 

any of it.’ 

Ziyad ibn Labid al Ansari said: ‘How can it be taken away from us when we have recited the 

Qur’an? By Allah, we will certainly recite it and teach it to our women and children.’ 

He صلى الله عليه وسلم said: ‘May your mother lose you, O Ziyad. I used to count you among the jurists of 

Madinah. Here are the Torah and the Gospel with the Jews and the Christians, yet what 

benefit do they bring them?’” 

Narrated by al Tirmidhi, who said: sound and ghareeb. 
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And from Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, that when the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم had 

revealed to him, 

{Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the alternation of the night and the 

day} 

up to His saying, 

{ Glory be to You, so protect us from the punishment of the Fire}, 

he said: 

“Woe to the one who recites this verse and does not reflect upon it.” 

Narrated by Ibn Hibban in his Sahih. 
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CHAPTER 6 

THE SIN OF USING THE QUR’AN IN DISOBEDIENCE 

  

 

Allah says, "And He misleads thereby only the corrupt."10   

Allah says, “Whosoever judges not by that which Allah has revealed: such are disbelievers.”11 

Allah says, “Indeed, those who conceal what Allah has revealed of the Book and trade with it 

for a paltry sum…”12  

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
10 Al-Baqarah: 26  
11 Al-Mā’idah: 44  
12 Al-Baqarah: 174  
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Abu Sa‘īd al Khudrī (Allah be pleased with him) reported that he heard Allah’s Apostle (صلى الله عليه وسلم) 

say, “There will appear in this nation – and he did not say from it - some people whose prayer 

will make you look down upon yours, they will recite the Qur'an but it will not exceed their 

throats. They will go out of Islam as an arrow goes through the game, whereupon the archer 

will examine the arrowhead, and look at the feathered part is there any sign of blood?!” 

Collected by Al-Bukhārī and Muslim.  

 

And in another narration: 

“They recite the Qur’an with ever-moist tongues.” 

And Ibn Umar used to regard them as the worst of creation, and he said: 

“Indeed, they went to verses that were revealed concerning the disbelievers and applied them 

to the believers.” 

And al Tirmidhi narrated it and graded it sound, from Abu Hurayrah, raised to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم: 

“Whoever is asked about knowledge and conceals it, Allah will bridle him on the Day of 

Resurrection with a bridle of fire.” 
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CHAPTER 7  

THE SIN OF SHOWING OFF WITH THE QUR’AN  

  

 

From Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: I heard the Messenger of 

Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم say: 

“Indeed, the first of people to be judged on the Day of Resurrection will be a man who was 

martyred. He will be brought and Allah will make him aware of His favors upon him, and he 

will recognize them. He will say, ‘What did you do with them?’ He will say, ‘I fought for 

Your sake until I was martyred.’ He will say, ‘You have lied. Rather, you fought so that it 

would be said: he is brave, and it has already been said.’ Then He will command that he be 

dragged on his face until he is thrown into the Fire. 
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And a man who acquired knowledge, taught it, and recited the Qur’an will be brought. Allah 

will make him aware of His favors upon him, and he will recognize them. He will say, ‘What 

did you do with them?’ He will say, ‘I acquired knowledge and taught it, and I recited the 

Qur’an for Your sake.’ He will say, ‘You have lied. Rather, you acquired knowledge so that it 

would be said: he is a scholar, and you recited the Qur’an so that it would be said: he is a 

reciter, and it has already been said.’ Then He will command that he be dragged on his face 

until he is thrown into the Fire. 

And a man whom Allah expanded in provision and gave from every type of wealth will be 

brought. Allah will make him aware of His favors upon him, and he will recognize them. He 

will say, ‘What did you do with them?’ He will say, ‘I did not leave any path in which You 

love that wealth be spent except that I spent in it for Your sake.’ He will say, ‘You have lied. 

Rather, you did it so that it would be said: he is generous, and it has already been said.’ Then 

He will command that he be dragged on his face and thrown into the Fire.” 

Narrated by Muslim. 
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CHAPTER 8  

THE SIN OF THE ONE WHO TAKES PAYMENT FOR THE QUR’AN  

 

Jābir (Allah be pleased with him) reported that Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, “Recite the Qur'an 

to seek by it the Face of Allah, Mighty and Majestic, before there comes a time when people 

will set it straight like an arrow, seeking it immediately and not delaying it” Collected by Abu 

Dāwūd, and a similar narration is mentioned by Sahl ibn Sa‘d.  

 

 

‘Imrān (Allah be pleased with him) narrated that he passed by a man who recited the Qur’an, 

and then when he finished, he asked for payment. ‘Imrān said, “Verily we belong to Allah and 

to Him will we return. I heard Allah’s Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) say, “When anyone recites the Qur'an, let 

him ask a reward for it from Allah, for shortly a people will arise who will recite the Qur'an and 

ask a reward for it from men." Collected by Aḥmad and atTirmidhī  
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CHAPTER 9  

NEGLECTING THE QUR’AN  

 From Samurah ibn Jundub, in the long hadith of the vision, raised to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, who said: 

“Two men came to me last night and took me along. They said, ‘Proceed,’ and I proceeded 

with them. We came upon a man lying down, and another standing over him with a rock. He 

would strike his head with the rock, crushing it. The rock would roll away, so he would 

follow it and retrieve it, and he would not return to him until his head had returned to how it 

was before. Then he would return to him and do to him the same as he had done the first 

time. 

I said to them, ‘Glory be to Allah! What is this?’ They said, ‘This is a man whom Allah 

taught the Qur’an, but he slept through the night neglecting it, and did not act upon it during 

the day. This will be done to him until the Day of Resurrection.’” 

And in another narration: 

“[He is] the one who takes the Qur’an and then abandons it, and sleeps through the obligatory 

prayer.” Narrated by al Bukhari. 
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And Muslim narrates from Abu Musa that he said to the reciters of Basrah: 

“Recite it, and do not let a long time pass over you lest your hearts become hardened, just as 

the hearts of those before you became hardened.” 

And from Ibn Masud, who said: 

“When a long time passed over the Children of Israel, their hearts became hardened, so they 

invented a book from themselves which their souls found acceptable. The truth stood between 

them and many of their desires, until they cast the Book of Allah behind their backs.” 
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CHAPTER 10 

SEEKING GUIDANCE FROM OTHER THAN THE QUR’AN 

  

 

 

 

And the saying of Allah, Mighty and Majestic: 

{And turns away from the remembrance of the Most Merciful, We appoint for him a devil}13 

— the two verses; 

and His saying, Most High: 

 {And We have sent down to you the Book as a clarification of all things}, the verse.14  

  

                                                      
13 Az-Zukhruf:26  
14 An-Naḥl: 89  
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From Zayd ibn Arqam, who said: 

“The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم stood among us delivering a sermon at a place called Khumm. He 

praised Allah and glorified Him, exhorted and reminded us, then said: ‘To proceed: O people, 

I am only a human being like you. Soon a messenger from my Lord will come to me and I will 

respond. And I am leaving among you two weighty matters. The first of them is the Book of 

Allah; in it is guidance and light. So take hold of the Book of Allah and hold fast to it.’ He urged 

adherence to the Book of Allah and encouraged it. Then he said: ‘And my household — I remind 

you of Allah concerning my household.’” 

And in another wording: 

“One of them is the Book of Allah; it is the rope of Allah. Whoever follows it will be upon 

guidance, and whoever abandons it will be upon misguidance.”Narrated by Muslim. 
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And he also narrates from Jabir that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم, when he would deliver a sermon, 

would say: 

To proceed: indeed, the best speech is the Book of Allah, the best guidance is the guidance of 

Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, the worst of matters are newly invented ones, and every innovation is 

misguidance.” 

 

 

Sa‘īd ibn Mālik (Allah be pleased with him) said, “The Qur’an was revealed to the Messenger 

of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and he recited it regularly for a long time. The Companions requested from Allah's 

Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) that he should narrate a story to them, whereupon Almighty Allah revealed, 

‘Alif Lām Rā. These are Verses of the Clear book.’ Thereupon he recited it for a period of time. 

Collected by Ibn Abī Ḥātim with a sound chain. 
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He also reported from Al-Mas‘ūdī from Al-Qāsim, “The Companions of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) felt 

boredom and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, narrate to us.’ Allah revealed, ‘Allah revealed the 

best of speech, a consistent Speech.’ They then felt boredom again and said, ‘Narrate to us, O 

Messenger of Allah.’ Allah revealed, ‘Has not the time come for the believers that that their 

hearts should tremble at the remembrance of Allah.’”  

‘Ubayd narrated this from some of the tābi‘ūn, “When they sought narrations, he would direct 

them to the Qur’an.”  
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And Muʿadh ibn Jabal used to say in his gathering every day — rarely failing to say it: 

“Allah is a just Judge. The doubters are destroyed. Ahead of you are trials in which wealth 

will abound, and the Qur’an will be opened/eased such that it will be recited by the believer, 

the hypocrite, the woman, and the child. Soon one of them will say: ‘I have recited the 

Qur’an, so I do not think they will follow me until I invent something else for them.’ 

So, beware of what is newly invented, for every innovation is misguidance. Beware of the 

deviation of the wise person, for the hypocrite may utter a word of truth. Accept the truth 

from whoever brings it, for indeed there is light upon the truth.” 

The hadith is narrated by Abu Dawud. 
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Al-Bayhaqī reported on the authority of ‘Urwah ibn Zubayr, “‘Umar (Allah be pleased with 

him) decided to record narration so he sought counsel from the Companions who agreed with 

him. He then prayeded Istikhārah for a month and afterwards said, ‘I remember a people before 

you who wrote books and depended upon them. They neglected the Book of Allah. I will not 

intermingle Allah’s Book with anything.’”  
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CHAPTER 11 

 GOING TO EXTREMES IN THE QUR’AN 

  

 

It contains the previously mentioned hadith about the Khawarij. And in the Sahih, from 

Abdullah ibn Amr, who said: 

The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “Was I not informed that you fast continuously and recite the 

Qur’an every night?” I said, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah, and I intended by that only good.” 

He said: “Then fast the fast of Dawud, for he was the most devoted of people in worship, and 

recite the Qur’an once every month.” 

I said, “O Messenger of Allah, I am able to do better than that.” 

He said: “Then recite it every ten days.” 

I said, “O Prophet of Allah, I am able to do better than that.” 

He said: “Then recite it every seven days, and do not exceed that.” 

 

 



       

40  

  

 

Muslim collected from Ibn Mas‘ūd that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, “Destroyed are those who exceed 

the limits.”  

  

 

 

And Ahmad narrates from Abd al Rahman ibn Shibl, attributed to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم: 

“Recite the Qur’an, do not go to extremes in it, do not neglect it, do not consume wealth 

through it, and do not seek increase by means of it.” 

 

 

On the authority of Abu Rāfi‘ that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, “Let me not see one of you reclining 

on his couch, that whenever an order of mine ordering or prohibiting something comes, he says, 

‘I don’t know, I only follow what is in Allah’s Book.’” Collected by Abu Dāwūd and At-

Tirmidhī   
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CHAPTER 12 

 REGARDING AMBIGIOUS VERSES 

 

  

In the Sahih, from Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 

recited: 

{ He is the One who has sent down to you the Book; in it are verses that are clear and 

decisive — they are the foundation of the Book — and others are ambiguous } 

up to His saying: 

{ And none remember except those of sound intellect }. 

Then he said: 

“If you see those who follow what is ambiguous from it, then they are the ones whom Allah 

has named, so beware of them.” 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



       

43  

  

 

‘Umar said, “Islam is destroyed by the error of the scholar, the disputation of the hypocrite 

using the Qur’an and the judgements of the misguided rulers.” When Ṣabīgh asked ‘Umar about 

Sūrah adh-Dhāriyāt and similar chapters, ‘Umar beat him. This story is well known. 
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CHAPTER 13 

ADMONITION TO THE ONE WHO SPEAKS ABOUT THE QUR’AN WITH NO  

KNOWLEDGE  

 

 

Allah says, “Say: My Lord has forbidden all indecencies, whether apparent or hidden…’ until 

His saying: ‘and that you say about Allah that of which you have no knowledge.”15  

   

Ibn ‘Abbās narrated that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, “Whoever speaks about the Qur’an with his 

opinions”, and in the other wording, “without knowledge, then let him take his seat in the Fire.” 

At-Tirmidhī who declared it sound.  

Jundub narrated that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, “Whoever speaks about the Qur’an with his opinions, 

even if correct has still erred.” Collected by Abu Dāwūd and at-Tirmidhī who said it is gharīb. 

 

                                                      
15 Al-A‘rāf: 33  
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CHAPTER 14 

 DISPUTING THE QUR’AN 

  

 

Abu al ʿAliyah said: 

“There are two verses, how severe they are upon one who argues about the Qur’an: 

The saying of Allah, Most High: 

{ None dispute the signs of Allah except those who disbelieve},16 

and His saying: 

{ And indeed, those who differ concerning the Book are in far-reaching schism}.17  

  

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, “Disputing the Qur’an is disbelief.” Collected 

by Aḥmad and Abu Dāwūd with a good chain.  

                                                      
16 Ghāfir: 4 
17 Al-Baqarah: 176  
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 ‘Amr ibn Shu‘ayb narrated from his father, who narrated from his grandfather that he heard the 

Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) say about those who argue with the Qur’an, “Indeed, those who came before you 

were only destroyed because they disputed the Book.”  
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CHAPTER 15 

DIFFERING OVER THE WORDS & MEANINGS OF THE QUR’AN 

 

Allah says, “They will not cease differing. Save for those upon whom your Lord has mercy.”18 

Allah says, “The people were one nation, and Allah sent onto them Prophets as givers of glad 

tidings and warners.”19  

  

 

 

In the Ṣaḥīḥ, on the authority of Ibn Mas‘ūd who said, “I heard a man reciting a verse in a 

different way from which I had heard the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) recite it. I took him by the hand to the 

Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and mentioned this. I saw dislike in the face of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) who said, ‘Both of 

you are upon good so do not differ, for those who came before you differed and were 

destroyed.’” 

 

 

                                                      
18 Hūd: 118-119  
19 Al-Baqarah:213  
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Also in the Ṣaḥīḥ, on the authority of Ibn ‘Amr who said, “I came to the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) after noon 

and heard the voices of two men differing over a verse. The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) came out to us and we 

could see anger in his face. He said, ‘Indeed, those who came before you were destroyed 

because they differed over their Scripture.’”  
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And in the Musnad, from him, in the hadith of Amr ibn Shuayb, who said: 

“We were sitting at the door of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم when some of us said, ‘Did Allah not say such 

and such?’ and others said, ‘Did Allah not say such and such?’ The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 

heard that and came out to us, as if the seeds of a pomegranate had burst upon his face. He 

said: ‘Is this what you were commanded with? Or is this what you were sent with — that you 

strike the Book of Allah against itself? The nations before you only went astray because of 

things like this. You have nothing to do with this matter. Look to what you have been 

commanded with and act upon it, and what you have been forbidden from, then refrain from 

it.’” 

And in another narration: 

“He came out while they were disputing about divine decree.” 

And likewise, al Tirmidhi narrated it from the hadith of Abu Hurayrah, in which it says: 

“He came out while we were disputing about divine decree.” 

 declared it sound. 
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CHAPTER 16 

 DISPERSE WHEN DIFFERING ARISES 

  

In the Ṣaḥīḥ on the authority of Jundub that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, “Read the Qur’an together so 

long as your hearts are united. If you differ however, then disperse.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Bukhari and Muslim narrate from Ibn Abbas that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said during 

his illness: 

“Bring me something to write with, so that I may write for you a document after which you 

will never go astray.” 

Umar said: “The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم has been overcome by pain, and we have the Book of 

Allah; it is sufficient for us.” 

Some of them said: “Rather, bring him something to write with.” 

They then differed, so the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

“Leave me, for it is not appropriate that there be dispute in the presence of a Prophet.” 
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Muslim collected on the authority of Ibn Mas‘ūd that he recited Sūrah Yūsuf. A man said to 

him, “This was not the way it was revealed.” He replied, “Are you rejecting the Book?”  
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CHAPTER 17 

ALLAH’S STATEMENT, “WHO IS MORE OPPRESSIVE THAN THE ONE WHO IS  

REMINDED OF HIS LORD’S VERSES AND DISREGARDS THEM…”20 

 

 

The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, “Arrogance is to reject the truth and look down upon others.”  

  

 

Ibn Mas‘ūd said, “Among the greatest sins in the sight of Allah is that a servant is told, ‘Fear 

Allah,’ and he responds, ‘Worry about yourself.”  

                                                      
20 Al-Kahf: 57  
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In the Ṣaḥīḥ on the authority of Abu Wāqid al-Laythī, “The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) was sitting in the 

mosque with people around him when three men entered. Two of them approached the Prophet 

 and the third left. The two stood, as for one of them, he saw a space in the gathering and (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

sat there. As for the other, he sat at the back and the third walked away. When the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) 

finished, he said, ‘Shall I not inform you about these three? As for one of them, he sought refuge 

with Allah, so Allah gave him refuge. As for the second, he was shy, so Allah was shy of him. 

As for the third, he turned away, so Allah turned away from him.” 

 

 

Qatādah said in commentary of the verse, ‘From the people are those who purchase vain speech 

so that they may divert from Allah’s path without knowledge,’ “Perhaps he does not need to 

spend money. It is sufficient misguidance that a person chooses false speech over true speech.”  
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CHAPTER 18 

 RECITING THE QUR’AN WITH A MELDODY 

  

 

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, “Allah does not listen to anything the way He 

listens to a Prophet reciting Scripture.” In another wording, “…to a Prophet with a beautiful 

voice, reciting Scripture aloud.” Collected by Al-Bukhārī and Muslim  

  

Abu Lubābah narrated that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, “He is not from us, the one who does not 

beautify his voice with the Qur’an.” Collected by Abu Dāwūd with a good chain.  

 

 

 

 

Allah knows best, and peace and blessings upon the Prophet, his family and companions. 
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