


the righteous in the Hereafter.”?® There are also similar major principles that are the
foundation of all things but that people are heedless of. However, knowing this leads you to
understand the narrations of this chapter and similar narrations. As for the person who reads
these and similar texts and thinks that he is safe from them, and that they instead refer to
past nations that have gone, then, “Do they feel secure against Allah’s plan? Only the losers
feel secure against Allah’s plan.”3’
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IJa O

31 i3y cad] seay Olad Lt foom JS7 e (o 0 1B & Al oy g e Unghs b

Sty aanf oy, "{abot 33 2 FAS LN AT Vs 84506 Lagind bho
lbn Mas‘Gd narrated, “The Prophet (£8) drew a line on the ground and said, ‘This is the path
of Allah.” He then drew lines to the right and left and said, ‘These are other paths, at the
head of each one is a devil calling to it.” He then recited, ‘This is My path, leading straight, so
follow it, and do not follow other ways: they will lead you away from it.”” Collected by

Ahmad and An-Nasa’r.
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Chapter: The Strangeness of Islam and the Virtues of the Strangers
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The statement of Allah mentions, “If only there had been, among the generations before your
time, people with a remnant of good sense, to forbid corruption on the earth! We saved only
a few them.”3® Abu Hurayrah narrated, “Islam began as strange and will return to being
strange just as it began. So glad tidings to the strangers.” Collected by Muslim. Imam Ahmad
reported from lbn Mas‘ldd, “Who are the strangers? Those estranged from their tribes.” In
another wording, “The strangers are those who rectify when the people are corrupted.” Al-
Tirmidht reports the hadith of Kathir ibn ‘Abdillah from his father and his grandfather, “Glad

tidings are for the strangers who rectify what the people have corrupted of my Sunnah.”

Notes:
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Abu Umayyah said, “l asked Abu Tha‘labah, ‘O Abu Tha‘labah, what do you say about the
verse, ‘O you who believe, you are responsible for yourselves: if anyone else goes astray, it
will not harm you so long as you follow the guidance.” He replied, ‘By Allah, | asked one with
knowledge about it. | asked the Prophet (#8) and he replied, ‘Rather, enjoin the good and
forbid the evil until you see avarice obeyed, desires followed, this world preferred and
everyone amazed with his own view. Then worry about yourself and forget about others.
Indeed, ahead of you are days of patience that are like holding onto hot coals. The reward of
the righteous doer will be like that of fifty amongst you.” They asked, ‘From us or from them?’
He replied, ‘From you.”” Collected by Abl Dawid and Al-Tirmidh.

Notes:
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Ibn Waddah reported a similar narration from lbn ‘Umar, “Indeed, ahead of you are days of
patience, to hold onto what you are doing today will bring the reward of fifty. They asked,
‘O Messenger of Allah, from them?’ He replied, ‘From you.” He then said, “Muhammad ibn
Sa‘ld narrated that Asad narrated, from Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah from Aslam al-Basri, that Sa‘ld
the brother of Al-Hasan narrated this. | asked Sufyan, ‘Did he narrate it from the Prophet
(&8)?’ He said, ‘Yes.’ He then said, ‘Today you are upon clarity from your Lord. You enjoin
the good and forbid the evil, you strive for Allah’s sake and the two intoxicants have not
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appeared among you: the intoxicant of ignorance and the intoxicant of loving life. Then you
will change from this, you will not enjoin the good or forbid the evil or strive for Allah’s sake.
The two intoxicants will appear among you, to hold onto the Book and Sunnah on that day
will bring the reward of fifty.” It was asked, ‘From them?’ He said, ‘No, from you.”” Al-
Ma‘afirT narrates that the Prophet (£8) said, “Glad tidings are for the strangers who hold

onto the Book when it is abandoned and follow the Sunnah when it is hidden.”

Notes:
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Chapter: Warning against Innovations
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Al-‘Irbad ibn Sariyah narrated, “One day, the Messenger of Allah (£8) delivered to us a very
eloquent Khutbah on account of which eyes shed tears and hearts trembled. A man said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah, this is as if it were a parting advice, so advise us’. He (£8) said, "l admonish
you to fear Allah, to listen and obey even if an Abyssinian slave is appointed as your leader.
Because whosoever among you shall live after me, will see much discord. So hold fast to my
Sunnah and the examples of the Rightly- Guided Caliphs who will come after me. Adhere to
them and hold to it fast. Beware of new things (in Deen) because every Bid'ah is a
misguidance". Collected by Abl Dawud and At-Tirmidhi, who categorized it as hasan sahih
hadith.

Notes:
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Hudhayfah said, “Every act of worship not performed by the Companions of Muhammad
should not be performed. For the earlier left no room for interpretation for the Ilatter.
Therefore, fear Allah O reciters and follow the path of those who preceded you.” Collected
by Abu Dawud.

Notes:
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Ad-Darimi narrated from Al-Hakam ibn al-Mubarak, from ‘Umar ibn Yahya, from his father
who narrated from his father that he said, “We were sitting outside the door of ‘Abdullah ibn
Mas‘ltd before the noon prayer so that we could walk him to the mosque when he came out.
Abl Miusa al-Ash‘art came to us and asked, ‘Did Abl ‘Abdur-Rahman come out yet?’” We
replied, ‘No.” He sat with us until he came out. When he came out, we all stood. Aba Misa
said, ‘O Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman, | just saw in the mosque something which | disliked even though
| only saw good.” He asked, ‘What did you see?’ He replied, ‘If you live, you too will see it. |
saw in the mosque people sitting in circles waiting for the prayer. In each circle was a man at
its head and the others held pebbles. He would say, ‘Make takbir a hundred times’ and they
would do so. He would then say, ‘Make tahlil a hundred times’ and they would do so. He
would then say, ‘Make tasbih a hundred times’ and they would do so.” He asked, ‘So what did
you say to them?’ He replied, ‘Nothing until | could ask your opinion or your command.” He
said, ‘Did you not command them to instead count their sins and guarantee that none of their
good deeds would be lost?’ He then left and so did we until we came to one of the circles
where he said, ‘What is this that | see you doing?’ They replied, ‘Pebbles that we use to make
takbir, tahlil and tasbih.” He said, ‘Count your sins and | will guarantee that your good deeds
will not be wasted. Woe to you, O nation of Muhammad, how quick is your demise. These are
the Companions of your Prophet (£8) still many in number. These are his clothes still intact
and his dishes still unbroken. By the One in whose Hand is my soul, either you are upon a

religion better than the religion of Muhammad or you are opening the gates of misguidance.’
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They said, ‘By Allah, O Abl ‘Abdur-Rahman, we only thought it was good.” He said, ‘How many
who intend good never attain it? The Prophet (£) informed us of a people who will read the
Qur’an but it will not pass beyond their throats. By Allah, maybe many of you are from them.’
He then left.” ‘Amr ibn Salamah said, “We saw the majority of those people who were in the

circles fighting us alongside the Khawarij on the Day of Nahrawan.”

Notes:
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